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Amanda Phelan commenced as a Professor of Ageing and Community Nursing in the School of Nursing, Midwifery, Trinity College Dublin in March 2020. Trinity College Dublin is ranked 131st in the QS world rankings and is Ireland’s premier university, with a proud tradition of excellence stretching back to its foundation in 1592. Within the School, Amanda has a role in graduate supervision, strategic leadership, teaching and research. The School is ranked 41st in the world by the QS international rankings system and has four research streams: Healthcare and innovation, Mental Health & Recovery, Healthy Ageing and Disability and Maternal and Family Health. 
Prior to joining Trinity College Dublin, Amanda was an Associate Professor in the UCD School of Nursing, Midwifery & Health Systems Amanda also held several positions in the University College Dublin, namely, Associate Dean for Global Engagement, Subject Head of Older Persons’ Nursing and Co-Director of the National Centre for the Protection of Older People. Amanda was programme director for the Gerontological programmes in the School and was also co-programme director for the trans-disciplinary MSc Child Welfare and Protection. Her research interests and peer-reviewed publications are in the areas of safeguarding adults and children, public health, discourse analysis, expertise in gerontological nursing and missed care in nursing. 
Amanda was appointed to the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland’s Fitness to Practice Committee in 2014 and is an editorial board member on the International Journal of Older People Nursing, and Sage Open Journals. Her first book on elder abuse, International Perspectives on Elder Abuse was published in 2013 by Routledge. A second book, Advances in Elder Abuse Research: Practice, Legislation and Policy, (Springer) was published in January 2020 and Amanda has a third book, Changing horizons in the 21st century: Perspectives on ageing (Cambridge Scholars) due later in 2020.

Amanda acted as an invited expert in the 2017 Irish Citizens’ Assembly for policy on ageing and also served on the National Clinical Programmes for Older People and the National Advisory Committee in Sage (Advocacy for Older People). She is a director in Safeguarding Ireland, which promotes the safeguarding of vulnerable adults to protect them from all forms of abuse by persons, organisations and institutions and to develop a national plan for promoting their welfare. She was a member of the international research advisory committee for the National Initiative for Care of the Elderly (NICE), University of Toronto, Canada as well as currently acting as a research advisor in elder abuse studies in NTNU University, Norway. 
In February 2020, Amanda completed a literature review on safeguarding approaches in nine countries for the Irish Department of Health. This will inform a national Irish Policy on safeguarding vulnerable adults. Currently, Amanda is a member of two EU COST programmes (Person Centred Care, Missed Care). Previous projects include addressing ageism (EU COST), Managing financial abuse of vulnerable adults as customers in Irish financial institutions (IBPF), evaluating a home care programme for older people (HSE) and developing resilience in family caregiving for people with dementia (HRB). From 2008-2020 Amanda was Co-Director of the National Centre for the Protection of Older People (NCPOP), which was based in the School of Nursing, Midwifery & Health Systems, University College Dublin. The NCPOP has conducted over 25 studies into the topic of elder abuse receiving 2.5 million euros in funding. 
Amanda has been the International Network for the Prevention of Older People’s National Representative for Ireland for nine years and was elected as the Secretary General in 2018. She has organized elder abuse events in Ireland and has over 130 peer reviewed publications and conference presentations. Amanda is also the Vice President of the All Ireland Gerontological Nurses’ Association.
Building a comprehensive safeguarding structure for adults at risk
This paper will discuss the central components in developing a comprehensive structure for adults at risk. Drawing on international literature, the paper will examine the following areas:
Demographics and changes in society: With a changing demographic and a change in family structure and responsibility, adult safeguarding has become more prominent as a social issue in society. Its position in family violence is discussed as well as how abuse can fall outside the remit of family violence. Issues related to global ageing will be considered as well as how culture, modernization and ethnicity can impact the visibility and responses to abuse. 
Visibility of abuse: The presentation will examine how abuse of adults at risk has become a societal issue and triggered political responses. Global prevalence and statistics will also be identified.

Changing terminology: This will focus on how terminology of ‘abuse’, ‘elderly’ and ‘vulnerable adults’. There has been a move away in policy and legislation in many countries from ‘elder abuse’ to a wider remit in ‘safeguarding adults’. 
Defining abuse: challenges and issues and the change in focus of definitions. The paper will consider the definitional evolution and challenges in definitions, which limit responses and understandings.
Typologies: Traditional typologies have been expanded in recent years due to a wider appreciation of what constitutes abuse. 
Risk factors in abuse: Studies will be presented that have identified risk factors for abuse. Knowledge of these can underpin risk assessment of adults.
Capacity: The issue of capacity has represented a growing concern in adult safeguarding. These debates will be presented and challenges will be identified in practice
Consequences of Abuse: Abuse can impact the individual in different ways. It also has a consequence on society, which will be discussed.
Promising practices: We will examine initiatives that have provided defined responses to abuse. These will be within practice, policy, legislation and public awareness.
Conclusion: The presentation will conclude by drawing on a socio-ecological approach to developing a structure for safeguarding adults.
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