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Suicidal rate and age, period and cohort effects in European countries between 1994 and 2014
Abstract: The presentation introduces the relationship between education inequality and suicide rates in 24 European countries between 1994 and 2014. Could educational expansion be the cause of the decline in suicide rates in European countries? To answer this question and to unpack the relationship between educational inequality and suicide rates, I present the data from 24 European countries covering the time from 1994 to 2014. The data come from the World Health Organization’s Mortality Database. The data are analyzed as population data from an age-period-cohort (APC) perspective (IE – intrinsic estimator approach for identification APC models). The effects of all these three variables are presented (age, period and birth cohort). The results show that there are significant differences in the number of suicides among European countries and analyzed years. I document that educational expansion influences suicides via birth cohorts. The compositional effect has been identified: changes in educational structure (higher number of people with tertiary education) have a positive effect on the decline of suicides in European countries.  
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